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 Julia Gillard, 51, prime minister.
A TRIO OF TALKING POINTS: 1. Education has always been her number 
one passion. Prime minister Gillard tells madison that school changed her life 
for the better, and she reckons everyone should have the same opportunities;  

2. The best thing about her job? “You get to make changes that make an enormous difference 
to the lives of individuals – and that is an extraordinary thing.”; 3. To achieve success as a 
woman, she offers this advice: “Believe in yourself and have a strong sense of who you are.”

 Penny Wong, 44, federal minister for finance and 
deregulation. My greatest life lesson: “Find your own  
voice. Because you will always be the best [version] of yourself when you  
speak in your own voice.”

 Christine Milne, 60, leader of the Australian Greens 
party. What drives me: “The nuns at boarding school drilled into 
all of us that girls could do anything provided you had the courage of your 
convictions and worked hard. This advice shaped my life and career.”

mentors
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    beauty & 
lifestyle

 ANA MARIA ESCOBAR, 36, creative director at 
Oroton. Three things to learn from Ana:
1. Success is a mindset. “Never think about your differences, but 
about your strengths. Support one another.”

2. Set limits on what you’ll compromise for a job. “I compromised important 
things in my life when I moved from Colombia to Australia. But I would never 
compromise my values or my integrity.”
3. Hard work is key. “I attribute my success to persistence. I don’t give up and 
am well aware that things are only possible through hard work.”

 CHELSEA BONNER, founder of plus-size modelling 
agency Bella Model Management. IF I COULD SHARE 
JUST ONE life lesson... “Never underestimate yourself. 
You are stronger, smarter and more resilient than you think you 

are. Don’t be offended if others underestimate you; if you’re motivated by what 
others think of you, you’ll never be fulfilled. Back yourself and go for it!”

 ANNA PLUNKETT, 31, fashion designer, Romance 
Was Born. what's your legacy? “I hope we give other 
designers motivation to be creative and express themselves in their 
own unique way. The Australian market is too small for copycats, so 

we hope we inspire others to find their own handwriting to be successful.”  ➔

Tanya Plibersek, 43, federal health 
minister.

A 
conviction politician, Tanya always felt compelled to do a 
job that helps others. Among her proudest moments are 
introducing free dental care for kids, the world’s first plain 
packaging of tobacco and the HPV cancer vaccine for  

boys. As a mother of three, she will compromise time for herself 
for her career – but never time with her family. A closet fan of Jane 
Austen and 1980s Australian music, she is passionate about fighting  
for gender equality and educating girls about how to stand up to 
domestic violence. Her advice to other women? “Be yourself, laugh  
a lot, bite off more than you can chew – you’ll manage.” She’d most 
like to be remembered for “behaving honourably”.

Sarah-Jane Clarke  
and Heidi Middleton,  
fashion designers, Sass & Bide.

T
rying to pinpoint the most inspiring aspect of fashion 
designers Sarah-Jane Clarke and Heidi Middelton’s  
14-year career is a tough task. The duo launched the cult 
label at a small stand at London’s Portobello markets 

then progressed to become the first Australian label invited to 
New York Fashion Week. They’ve overcome personal hurdles, 
including Heidi being diagnosed with breast cancer in 2007, and 
their business skills are enviable: the pair sold a 65 per cent share 
of their iconic label to Myer in 2011, landing them on the BRW 
Young Rich List. But what inspires us most is a willingness to stay 
true to their values. The label joined the Ethical Fashion Initiative 
to champion fair and dignified offshore work and support poverty-
stricken communities. Says Heidi, “This helps break the cycle of 
poverty. It is about fair and dignified work.” 

Helen Conway, 59, head of the 
Workplace Gender Equality Agency. 
Helen’s greatest satisfaction comes from 
making a difference in other people’s 
lives, from helping Australian women 
reach their full potential in the workplace 
to rolling up her sleeves and building 
houses for needy women in Nepal. 
“It's very important that women seize 
opportunities and have the courage and 
confidence to step up,” she says.
Susan Ryan, 70, Age Discrimination 
Commissioner. Armed with a finely tuned 
sense of fairness and justice, Susan has 
fought for equality for all Australians 
throughout her career. And she has a 
sense of humour: “Take your objective 
seriously... but not yourself.”
Gladys Berejiklian, 42, NSW minister for 
transport. Being elected by classmates 
as school captain in high school gave 
Gladys the confidence to eventually seek 
higher office. Now tipped to be the next 
NSW premier, she suggests you “set your 
own standards and way of doing things. 
You don’t have to follow set paths.”
Khadija Gbla, 25, speaker, advocate, 
cross-cultural facilitator and consultant. 
Outspoken, intelligent and articulate, 
Khadija has used personal experience 
to take a formidable stand against 
racism, domestic violence, female genital 
mutilation and sexism. Despite pressure to 
tone down her stance, she says defiantly, 
“I don’t compromise on anything.”
Elizabeth Broderick, 51, sex 
discrimination commissioner. From 
representing Australia at the UN to 
investigating treatment of women in the 
defence forces, Elizabeth is dedicated to 
improving gender equality and increasing 
the number of women at decision-making 
levels in the corporate world.
Patricia Feenan, teacher and author of 
Holy Hell. When she discovered her son 
Daniel had been sexually abused by a 
priest, Patricia vowed to get justice. She 
helped put Father James Fletcher behind 
bars, wrote a book about the ordeal and 
let the details become the impetus for the 
current Royal Commission.

ALISON PAGE, 39, executive officer of Saltwater 
Freshwater Arts Alliance. After launching her company 
in 2008, Alison was soon recognised as a leading 
indigenous interior designer. This year, she won the NAB 
Women’s Agenda Award for Regional Entrepreneur of 
the Year and hopes to encourage more indigenous 
people to tell their stories via creative outlets.
SILVANA AZZI HERAS, 39, costume designer. You might 
not know Silvana but chances are you’re a fan of her 
work. As the head designer at Bazmark Inc, Silvana has 
worked on epic films like Australia, Moulin Rouge! and 
her favourite project to date, The Great Gatsby.
GILLIAN FRANKLIN, 56, CEO of Heat Group. What started 
12 years ago with five employees working out of a coffee 
shop is now a leading beauty distribution company 
with more than 100 staff. Says Gillian: “We need to 
have [female] role models at board and CEO levels to 
establish policies and cultures that nurture women.” 
LIANE ROSSLER, 48, co-founder of Supercyclers. The Al 
Gore Climate Change ambassador and co-founder of 
Dinosaur Designs is currently focusing on Supercyclers, a 
design project that encourages the artful reuse of waste. 
She says, “The antidote to disposable fashion is making 
people realise what goes into creating a product.”
CARLA ZAMPATTI, fashion designer. In addition to 
spearheading a successful fashion label, Carla supports 
Mission Australia and the Garvan Institute, and is on the 
board of the Australian Multicultural Foundation.
KIM D’AMATO, 45, founder of Priti. Priti is the first all-
organic nail spa in New York and boasts a cult nail polish 
range. Kim hopes to foster budding entrepreneurs and 
help more women thrive in business.
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KATE GIBBS, journalist and author.

G
rowing up as the granddaughter of Australian cooking legend 
Margaret Fulton all but ensured Kate Gibbs was destined for 
a career in the culinary world. But pedigree aside, she has 
forged her own way with verve, with the intent to inspire a 

new generation of home cooks to opt for natural, healthy ingredients. “If 
we can get teenagers interested in the kitchen then that’s a good start,” says 
Kate, who released her second cookbook After Toast, a guide for aspiring 
kitchen commandos, last year. “What’s the argument to give kids sport but 
not teach them cooking?” 							     
    As for her own role models, Gibbs naturally looks to her grandmother 
and other beloved, trailblazing female chefs like Kylie Kwong. “Domestic 
cooking is a woman’s world but, professionally, it still belongs to the men. 
So I really respect successful chefs who are women,” she says. And while 
she sees her role as very different to a chef, their aim remains the same:  
“If I can make more people cook at home then that’s amazing. I want 
people to realise they’re the master of their own health and bodies.”

Health & 
sport

      KYAH SIMON, 21, soccer player. 
Three things to learn from Kyah:
1. Focus on what you can change. “I like to see my job as an 
opportunity to inspire the community to achieve things they  

never thought possible.” 
2. Don’t limit yourself with low expectations. Kyah was the first indigenous women to 
score a goal for Australia in the Women’s World Cup.
3. Be proud of your heritage. “Having such a passion for my [indigenous] heritage 
and culture gives me a sense of responsibility... I’d like to see more indigenous 
females play [competitive sport] in 10 years’ time.”

      KRISTINA KENEALLY, 44, CEO of Basketball 
Australia. What drives me: “I’m not going to pretend true 
gender equality exists in basketball or any other sport. The reality is 
men’s sports still garner more attention, more media and more money.  

I have never been a person who accepts women can’t be successful in business, 
politics or sport. We can.”

      LAYNE BEACHLEY, 41, former professional surfer 
and founder of The Layne Beachley Aim for the Stars 
Foundation. My legacy: “Based on my experiences in the male-
dominated surf world, I want to stand up for young women. I want to 

nurture, encourage, motivate and support their dreams and aspirations so that they 
are given an equal share of opportunity to achieve in life.”

DI WESTAWAY, 53, founder of Wild Women on Top. 
The mother of two and founder of adventure 
exercise program Wild Women on Top continues 
to encourage women to set ambitious group 
exercise goals and then motivates them to 
achieve them. Her mantra is simple: “Challenges 
are empowering, so never shy away.”  
JESSICA HALLORAN, 35, sports journalist. The Daily 
Telegraph reporter might be one of the few 
women covering sport in Oz but she chooses to 
see this as an advantage because male players 
often open up to her. At the top of her agenda 
is achieving wider support for women’s netball 
through better funding and a prime-time slot on 
par with popular male-dominated sports.  
REBECCA TAVO, 30, rugby player. The captain of 
the Rugby Women’s Sevens team is an inspiration 
both on and off the field. She’s set to lead the 
first-ever women’s sevens team to compete at 
the Olympic Games in 2016 and, when not in 
training, she is BHP Billiton’s first female train driver.  
How cool is that?!
INDIRA NAIDOO, 44, journalist and author. Award-
winning TV broadcaster, Al Gore climate change 
presenter and author of The Edible Balcony are 
just a few of Indira’s achievements. But we’re 
particularly inspired by the sustainable living 
advocate's continued work at encouraging 
others to address climate change by making 
small but significant (and realistic) changes. 
AMY WILKINS, 32, founder of Active Kidz. Frustrated 
with unhealthy messages on television aimed at 
children, Amy started Active Kidz to encourage 
movement and healthy food choices. The Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year winner has since started 
Active Star Productions, and her show now also 
screens in Asia and New Zealand.
DIANA WILLIAMS, founder of Fernwood fitness 
centres. Starting out with just $7000 and the 
desire to create a nurturing all-female exercise 
environment, Diana Williams has revolutionised 
the fitness industry for women in the past two 
decades. The nation-wide business now turns 
over $80 million a year and Diana has inspired 
more than 80,000 women to be active and  
value their health.

Jessica Brown, 42, founder and chief executive 
of Life Changing Experiences Foundation. Jessica 
started her foundation to break the cycle of poverty, 
unemployment, addiction, domestic violence and teen 
pregnancy. Providing stable, positive role models and 
a comprehensive support program was key, but she is 
most proud when she helps mindsets shift from “‘I could 
never do that’ to ‘I can do anything I set my mind to.’”  
Samantha Cran, 25, CEO of One Disease at a Time. With 
a groundbreaking vision to systematically target and 
eliminate one disease at a time, Samantha has devoted 
herself to a cause she considers greater than any one 
individual, including herself: “When you love something, 
it is no longer work, especially when your exertions are 
aimed at achieving long-lasting and indelible benefits.”
Pat Anderson, indigenous rights campaigner and chair 
of the Lowitja Institute. Raised with a strong sense of 
social justice and human rights, Pat has always wanted 
to make a useful contribution in the best way possible. 
To other women, she says: “Do not underestimate or 
undersell yourselves; believe in your abilities and talents.” 
Barbara Biggs, 56, journalist, author and child 
protection advocate. From being sold to a paedophile 
at 14, to escaping Cambodia weeks before it fell to the 
Khmer Rouge, and finally becoming a property millionaire 
by 40, Barbara has lived a sweeping life. She has written 
books, advocated for change around child abuse and 
campaigned for law reforms on family violence.
Moira Kelly, 48, executive director and founder of the 
Children First Foundation. A humanitarian worker since the 
age of 13, Moira has worked with Aboriginal children in 
WA, AIDS patients in Calcutta and needy people in Africa, 
eastern Europe and the US. Her foundation, established 
in 1999, transforms the lives of children by providing hope, 
medical care and pathways to a better future.
Susan Barton, 62, founder and director of homeless 
youth charity Lighthouse Foundation. A visit to an 
overseas orphanage provided Susan with the epiphany 
that her vocation was to look after disadvantaged 
children: “I feel like a gardener who waters the garden 
and watches the beautiful blooms pop up.”
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Annie Crawford, 50, founder and director of Can Too. 

T
hroughout her career, Annie has worked to make a positive contribution to society. Her 
strong values and integrity have been the common thread in her journey from social 
work and teaching to the corporate world and setting up Can Too, a non-profit program 
that matches fitness incentives with a good cause. At work, she was prepared to forego 

promotions and big projects while her children were young – but she has never compromised 
her principles for financial gain. As someone who has had to overcome innate shyness, she 
offers this advice: “Face your fears early in life – they only grow bigger if you don’t. Embrace 
challenges. They will make you a stronger and a more empathetic person.”  ➔

Yassmin Abdel-Magied, 22, founder 
of Youth Without Borders.
Three LESSONS TO LEARN FROM YASSMIN:
1. Don't be pigeonholed by expectations. A  

mechanical engineer and ex-boxer with dreams of becoming a 
Formula One racing driver, Yassmin wants to prove that young 
Muslim women are empowered. 
2. Aim high. “Don’t let gender expectations or stereotypes pre-
emptively restrict your options in life and don’t listen to people who 
say that you ‘can’t do’ something.”
3. Cultivate a support system. The people around you are important, 
she says, as is giving yourself time off when you’ve been working hard.

Sonya Ryan, 42, founder of The Carly 
Ryan Foundation. What drives her: Since 
her daughter was murdered by a man she met online, 
Sonya has become an award-winning cyber safety 

campaigner. “What we do for ourselves dies with us; what we do for 
others and the world remains immortal.”

Stephanie Lorenzo, 27, founder and 
creator of anti-trafficking organisation 
Project Futures. WHAT'S YOUR LEGACY? “I 
want to be remembered as a person who saw a major 

problem [and] did what I could for the people who were affected.”
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Kate shot on location at 
The Grounds of Alexandria, 
groundsroasters.com.
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CANDICE LAKE, 31, model, photographer and blogger. The 
London-based beauty gave up the safety of full-time work to 
pursue her love for fashion, photography and fine arts – and has 
never looked back. “Take risks in your career. If you are not scared 
at least once a week, you are not trying hard enough. I want to be 
remembered for living a full life with lots of turns along the way.” 
NIKKI HOWE, 26, blogger. Born with rare skin disorder epidermolysis 
bullosa, Nikki turned to blogging as it was something she could do 
from bed. Her disease causes her to break out in painful blisters 
but she still finds time to write hilarious and engaging blogs. Her 
message: “Try not to take the little things for granted.” 
MARIANNE SEA, 26, founder of Young Republic. Having the courage 
to start up her own business wasn’t easy for Marianne but she 
was passionate about giving fashion lovers a unique, flea-market 
like shopping experience online and providing up-and-coming 
designers with a platform to help sell their clothes. The site’s 
sales grew by 400 per cent between 2011 and 2012 and it's now 
championing cutting-edge designers around the world.
LAUREL PAPWORTH, social media guru, author and CEO of the 
Community Crew. How's this for an accolade: Laurel was named 
by Forbes magazine in their list of the top 50 most influential people 

in social media. But so she should be; for the past 20 years, she has 
been building online communities and forums for games, TV shows 
and companies. She’s not only ahead of the technology curve, 
she also uses her skills for positive growth and has helped women in 
the Middle East develop emerging voices through blogging.
NAOMI SIMSON, 49, founder of RedBalloon. This down-to-earth 
online entrepreneur is proud to have provided people with more 
than two million happy moments through RedBalloon – a site that 
allows people to buy great experiences for their workmates or 
loved ones. Naomi doesn’t only make other people’s work lives 
happier, she’s extremely focussed on making a great environment 
for her team: RedBalloon has been named as one of Australia’s 
Best Places to Work by BRW for four years running.
GENEVA VANDERZEIL, 26, author, designer and founder of A Pair & 
A Spare. A Pair & A Spare started as a hub to share DIY tutorials 
and help fashion lovers make the most of their wardrobes with 
craft inspiration and tutorials. The site took off and Geneva, who 
has had a lifelong creative bent, went on to design a capsule 
collection, write a book (she's got another on the way) and is 
planning to launch a retail site so that people can buy supplies  
for their latest fashion project. We can only guess what's next.
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 Nicole Kersh, founder and managing director of 
ethernet cable supplier 4Cabling. 
Three things you didn’t know ABOUT NICOLE:
1. Her proudest moment was realising her independence and freedom 

after moving to Australia aged 10 from apartheid-era Johannesburg.
2. Health and wellbeing are high priorities. “While making it to the top is an 
achievement, making it to the top with both health and sanity intact deserves a medal!”
3. She enjoys life outside work. Nicole admits she is a “hearing-impaired Scrabble 
enthusiast, with a crossword addiction and a fondness for design, tennis, bad puns, 
gospel choirs and a disproportionate passion for cable management products”.

 Elizabeth Proust, 62, chairman of Nestlé 
Australia. Her advice: “Ensure your life is balanced – family, 
self, community, work. The pressure to give more time and energy to 
work needs to be resisted.”

 Jacqueline Arias, founder and director of 
Republica Coffee. WHAT DRIVES ME: “Focusing on how  
the key objective can be achieved and dropping all the reasons why    
it may not. Believe in yourself and your ideas, and back yourself. If 

you don’t, nobody else will.”

Melissa Browne, 40, accountant, coaching 
expert and author of More Money For Shoes. 

I
n an industry not known for its style, Melissa Brown is a bit of a 
rebel. Armed with a light, accessible approach and plenty of fashion 
and chick-lit references, she combined her passions to produce the 
More Money for Shoes program, which teaches women about finance 

and making business ideas viable. “It’s more important that women 
understand how to run a profitable business than it is for me to appear 
super intellectual.” She urges women to be brave, embrace femininity, 
use all their skills and “not worry so much what other people will think”. 
What would she like to be remembered for? As well as being passionate, 
courageous, ethical and inspiring... “that I always wore great shoes”. 

Maryanne Shearer, 50, founder of tea shop chain 
T2. Since opening her first T2 tea store in Brunswick 
St, Fitzroy, in 1996, Maryanne has built the business 
into a thriving national chain. The mother of three, 
who drinks up to 10 cups of tea a day, encourages 
women to “constantly be open to any opportunity 
that comes your way”.
Belinda Fraser and Melanie Gleeson, both 38, 
founders of Endota Spa. High school friends Belinda 
and Melanie opened their first spa with a $5000 
credit card limit in 2000 and now have 80 locations 
nationwide, visited by 350,000 customers annually. 
“Everyone stumbles and makes mistakes along the 
way – we’ve made plenty. The trick is to learn from  
them and persist.”
Valentina Stojanovska, in her 30s, general legal 
counsel of leading professional body. Valentina is 
a firm believer that women can have it all – and 
applies this to her own life. A luxury car ambassador 
and dedicated networker, her goals change as she 
achieves them: becoming a lawyer, then general 
legal counsel, a board member and so on.
Sharon Williams, founder and CEO of Taurus 
Marketing. A leading expert on online personal 
brand reputation, Sharon is also a prolific public 
speaker, entrepreneur, blogger, marketer and 
commentator. The volunteer lifesaver and mother 
also uses her considerable experience and 
knowledge to empower others, with a successful 
in-house mentoring program for young people.
Megan Dalla-Camina, director of strategy at 
IBM and winner of the NAB Women’s Agenda 
Leadership Award for Emerging Leader in the 
Private Sector. Driving a new wave of leadership 
based on positive psychology at IBM, Megan  
says an important part of her work is “being 
obsessed with how we get and keep more women 
in business”. Also a yoga teacher, mentor and 
coach, she has published her first book aimed at 
empowering and inspiring women, appropriately 
titled Getting Real About Having It All.
Sally Macindoe, partner and head of diversity 
at Norton Rose and winner of the NAB Women’s 
Agenda Leadership Award for Change Champion. 
The first woman to be elected to the legal 
practice’s governing board, Sally has successfully 
represented clients in some of Victoria’s largest 
development projects. Under her leadership, the 
number of women working flexibly and the number 
of women at partnership level have doubled, while 
the rate of women returning from parental leave 
has risen from 50 to 75 per cent.
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JODIE FOX, 31, co-founder 
of Shoes of Prey

J
odie Fox was a lawyer working in 
advertising when she stumbled 
across a website that produced 
custom shoes. Loving the idea, 

she started making her own and taking 
orders from her girlfriends. She told 
two former law friends, Michael Fox 
and Mike Knapp, about the site and, in 
October 2009, Shoes of Prey – an online 
store where women can design their 
perfect shoes – was born . Traditional 
retailers baulked but within two months 
they’d broken even. Within two years, 
they were turning a multimillion-dollar 
revenue. The company now has 50 staff 
around the world; offices in Tokyo, 
China and London and a flagship store 
in David Jones, Sydney. The secret to 
making it big post-GFC? “The idea 
combined our three passions – me 
designing shoes, Michael running 
the business and Mike pushing the 
technology side of things,” she says. “A 
lot of people look for a niche and try 
to fill it to make money. Instead, if you 
have a passion you should just go for 
it because you’ll have insights no one 
else will have. And that’s where the 
heartbeat of innovation is.” 

 PATTY HUNTINGTON, 
journalist and creator of 
frockwriter.com
Three reasons we’re 

inspired by her:
1. She followed the path less travelled. As one of 
Australia’s most celebrated fashion journalists, 
she gave up full-time work to build a successful 
freelance career and created Frockwriter, the 
only fashion website that runs investigative 
stories on the industry. 
2. She has integrity and isn’t afraid to use it. “I 
gave up on the opportunity to be everybody’s 
best friend in exchange for reporting the truth.” 
3. She’s a visionary. She originally wanted to be 
an actor or mime but ended up in Paris working 
for French magazine Actuel. “The magazine’s 
modus operandi of great investigations, 
imaginative angles, and being not only first with 
the story, but also fearless really inspired me.” 
Patty is also the designer of two womenswear 
labels – Surreal Man and Wedgewoman.

 NATALIE TRAN, 26, 
comedian and creator of 
the CommunityChannel, 
Australia’s most 

subscribed YouTube channel. What 
I’ve learned: “Don’t wait until a break-up 
to go through the whole ‘I’ll cut my hair, work 
out and be strong’ montage moment. Be like 
that all the time. Except the haircut. Just do that 
when you need to.”

 MARINA GO, 47, journalist 
and publisher of Women’s 
Agenda. What drives me:  
“I have always wanted to be the 

person with the vision, directing the business. 
I’d like to be remembered for doing innovative 
work while launching the careers of some 
amazing, successful women and men.”  ➔

online
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      Leigh Sales, 40, journalist and host  
of ABC’s 7:30
Three things to learn from Leigh:
1. Rejection is for sissies. “I studied journalism in 

Brisbane and went for a cadetship at The Courier Mail upon 
graduating. I didn’t get it and was devastated. Likewise, I was once 
told I didn’t have the looks or voice for TV. It made me determined 
to prove [the man who said it] wrong. It fired me up.”
2. Accept feedback. “I have a great relationship with our Washington 
correspondent Lisa Millar. I’ll get her to read over my script and 
ask for her opinion. It’s important to surround yourself with honest 
people who aren’t afraid to offer criticism.”
3. Emotions are not a weakness: “My favourite person to interview 
(twice) was Hillary Clinton because I’m a US politics junkie. I was so 
nervous because I was worried how scrutinised I’d be. By the second 
time? No way. I pushed her as hard as I could!”

 Wendy McCarthy, 71, educator, 
business leader, chairperson, advocate 
for women’s issues, former deputy chair 
of the ABC and recent inductee into the 

Hall of Fame at the inaugural Women’s Agenda 
NAB Leadership Awards. My life lesson: “I will never 
compromise my integrity. There are no compromises for burning  
my soul.”
 

 Sally Sara, 42, award-winning 
journalist, former foreign correspondent 
and creator of Mama Asia on ABC Online.  
WHAT'S YOUR legacy? “My role in life has been 

to tell the stories of people who struggle to be heard. I’m not a nurse 
or a doctor, so in environments of war or disaster I can’t help people 
through medicine. All I can do is tell their story as best I can.”

media & 
influencers

Allison Langdon, 
33, journalist and 
reporter for 60 Minutes

I
f you’ve never met Allison  
Langdon you could mistakenly 
think she’s more style than 
substance. After all, she’s an 

attractive journalist from the NSW 
mid-north coast who happened to 
land one of TV’s most coveted gigs. 
In reality? She’s gutsier than some of 
our finest male journalists, whether 
reporting from a Nazi extermination 
camp at -25 degrees or trekking 
through a Somali refugee camp rife 
with famine. When Allison spoke 
to madison, she was in Bangkok 
on assignment, sitting on the loo in 
her hotel room (“The only place I 
can get reception!”) and explaining 
how she still has some frostbite 
on her two big toes, the result of a 
recent reporting trip that took her 
to the summit of Africa’s Mount 
Kilimanjaro. “I’ve always looked up to 
war correspondents like BBC’s Kate 
Adie and our own Liz Hayes as role 
models,” she explains. “I really respect 
brave, intelligent, strong women who 
are hard-working and honest. They’ve 
set a benchmark I hope to achieve 
with my own career.”
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mentors
Cate Blanchett, 44, actress. Yes, she’s got a swag of 
acting awards to her name, is a doting mother and an 
eco-warrior, but it’s been Cate’s turn as co-artistic director 
as Sydney Theatre Company (a role she finishes up this 
year) that has impressed us most. Upon taking Uncle 
Vanya to New York in 2012, it received glowing reviews 
and reminded the States of all our home-grown talent. 
Torah Bright, 26, snowboarder. The girl from Cooma 
who notched up a nail-biting win at the Vancouver winter 
Olympics is hoping to go not one – but three – better in next 
year’s games in Russia. Her target? An unprecedented trio 
of snowboarding gold medals. 
Sia Furler, 37, singer/songwriter. The Adelaide native's 
reputation as a hit-maker is unprecedented for an 
Australian woman. To her credit: David Guetta’s “Titanium” 
(in which she featured), Ne-Yo’s “Let Me Love You” and 
Rihanna’s “Diamonds”. Now she's in the US, Christina 
Aguilera, Rita Ora and Ke$ha have come knocking.
Jacki Weaver, 66, actress. Although she’s been treading 
the boards since the mid-1960s, only recently has 
Jacki been given the recognition (and roles) her talent 
commands. With two Oscar nominations earned at a 
time when most actresses are struggling for work, Weaver 
proves it’s never too late to hit your stride. 
Germaine Greer, 74, academic. Yes, she miffed us a bit 
with her comment about “Julia’s jacket” on Q&A but 
there’s no denying professor Greer’s enormous influence 
as the leading feminist voice of the 20th century. In 2012 
she released her book White Beech, 42 years after the first 
release of her landmark screed The Female Eunuch.
Yasmin Sewell, 36, international tastemaker. Yasmin  
Sewell doesn’t just get snapped by street-style 
photographers all the time – she sets the trends. As a 
leading London-based fashion retail consultant, her talents 
lie in trend forecasting and brand transformation. Her 
biggest achievement to date: she famously “reinvented” 
Liberty of London.

Robyn Lawley, 23,  
plus-size model

I
t’s no secret we consider 
Robyn Lawley part of the 
madison family. We were the 
first magazine to feature the 

six-foot, two-inch glamazon on an 
Australian cover (in March 2012) 
and have always championed her 
healthy attitude to body image. 
We couldn’t be prouder that her 
international profile has since sky-
rocketed. Most recently, Robyn 
became the first plus-size model 
to appear in a campaign for Ralph 
Lauren and is busy working on 
samples for her new swimsuit 
line. This is on top of maintaining 
that fabulous food blog we love: 
RobynLawleyEats. “Some people 
say I am very lucky to follow my 
heart, but the reality is I work 
very, very hard towards my goals 
every day,” she tells madison. 
“I believe you can achieve 
all the things you want in life 
without having to compromise 
your honesty, kindness, loyalty, 
objectivity, acceptance, openness, 
empathy and graciousness.”  ➔

 Maggie Alderson, 54, fashion journalist and author. 
She may have been born in the UK, but the fact Maggie spent so much of her career 
here makes her an honorary Aussie. She has worked on nine magazines (and edited 
four), two newspapers and penned seven novels (her latest, Everything Changes But 

You, was published in late 2012 by Penguin). 
Three LIFE LESSONS from Maggie:
1. Thrive from change: “I sometimes envy people who’ve stayed at one company for 30 years but it 
was never for me. Change allows you to see everything with fresh eyes – including yourself.”
2. Keep your integrity in tact: “My opinions have never been for sale. Once I was banned from a 
designer’s runway show because I’d dared to criticise his collection (I was allowed back the next 
season). I tell it like it is and I think that’s so important.”
3. Quell laziness: “I’ve always secretly thought that I was lazy so that made me push myself even 
harder. I’m terrified of laziness, it appalls me.”

 Jo Elvin, 43, editor of UK Glamour
Jo got her start at Dolly but it was in the UK her career really soared. In 2001, she was 
the launch editor of Glamour and has taken it to the highest-selling title in the country.
What makes me tick: “Giving my all, no matter what it is. I sleep better at night 

when I know I have absolutely, positively done my very best at whatever is it I set out to do – from a 
huge project right down to a caption I’m trying to write on page 82.”

 Gabriele Hackworthy, late 30s, former fashion  
director Harper’s Bazaar UK, now editorial fashion director of 
Net-a-porter.com. My legacy: “There are no limits to what you can achieve 
except those you put on yourself. If you are truly passionate, you will be successful at 

whatever you choose.”
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Jane Caro, 55, former advertising executive, 
writer, lecturer and social commentator. 
While this Jill-of-all-trades started out in the ad 
world (Bryce Courtenay, then an ad exec, 
gave her a nudge of encouragement), it’s 
been Jane's public stance as a feminist and 
on education issues that has us pumping our 
fists every time she speaks.
Julie Gibbs, 48, publisher of Lantern, Penguin 
Group. Arguably the most influential woman 
in book publishing, Julie joined Penguin in 
1994, then launched the Lantern imprint 10 
years later with that version of Stephanie 
Alexander’s The Cook’s Companion. Since, 
she’s launched the publishing careers of 
Matt Moran, Kylie Kwong and more. “I 
always, always wanted to work in the world 
of books and kept going until I landed a 
dream job – and that’s the one I have now.”
Annabel Crabb, 40, Walkley award-winning 
journalist and host of ABC’s Kitchen Cabinet.
Anyone who can combine politics with a 
cooking show has talent. Annabel's witty, 
intelligent approach to national affairs has 
garnered a loyal following of Australian 
female fans (madison included). 
Lisa Wilkinson, 54, media trail-blazer 
and co-host of Nine’s Today show. Like Ita 
Buttrose before her, Lisa helped shape the 
media landscape – first in publishing and 
now television. And she's always maintained 
a sense of humour:“People may be surprised 
to learn I still see myself as a magazine junkie 
from the suburbs who lucked out bigtime.”  
Kate Cox, 37, editor of The Sun-Herald. 
Kate is an example that motherhood and 
being top dog can go hand in hand. 
“Compromise doesn’t have to be a dirty 
word. Being successful in life – and work 
– will always have elements of compromise.”
Janine Garner, 41, founder of The Little 
Black Dress Group. Since leaving her 
corporate gig in 2010 to form the multi-
platform, global community of like-minded 
women, Janine has been inspiring and 
challenging women everywhere to work 
smarter and more collaboratively.
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PROFESSOR ELIZABETH BLACKBURN, 64, Nobel Prize-winner and 
biologist. The Australian-born biologist now works at the University  
of California, where she discovered telomerase, the enzyme that 
helps protects chromosomes and keep them young. Along with  
her colleagues, she won the 2009 Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine for her work.
SHERYLE MOON, IT consultant and pioneer for women in IT, 
manufacturing, industry and construction. Sheryle has dedicated 
her life to seeing women achieve equal opportunity and pay to 
males – but she admits there’s still a long way to go. The former 
Telstra Business Woman of the Year has carved out her own path 
in the IT and recruitment sector and hopes to one day see women 
have more confidence in their careers. “Women can be bolder and 
braver in their career decisions,” she says. 
PROFESSOR SUZANNE CORY, biologist and President of the Australian 
Academy of Science. The first-elected female president of the 
Australian Academy of Science has had a rich career in cancer 
research and science education. She is passionate about science 
communication and has made great strides in engaging the  
public in research. 
WIRGINIA MAIXNER, 49, neurosurgeon. Wirigina was one of the first 
females to train as a neurosurgeon in Australia – but while studying 
she fell pregnant. Determined to keep going, she was the first person 

to be granted maternity leave by the Australian Royal College 
of Surgeons, and she went on to complete her studies as a single 
parent. Pioneering must run in the family – her aunt was Australia’s 
first female flying doctor.
HEATHER PARRY, 39, engineer and project manager. Heather is the 
project manager of a $299 million mine in central Queensland – 
but she originally wanted to become a vet. She now trains horses 
in her free time (of which she doesn’t have much) and is a vocal 
advocate for women in traditionally male-dominated industries. 
Heather won the 2011 Queensland Resources Award for Women; 
one of her proudest moments came when a woman approached 
to say she’d be so inspired by Heather's story that she decided to 
take on an engineering traineeship. “I’d like people to remember 
me," she explains, "as someone who always ignored society’s 
inferences of what is appropriate work for a woman."
TANYA HA, environmentalist, author and journalist. Tanya didn’t 
follow a traditional career path – she started studying physiotherapy, 
gave birth to her daughter just before her final university exams, 
became a model and then decided her life’s work was in protecting 
the environment. Her lesson? “Keep your eyes and ears open; you 
can learn from everything and everyone. No one knows where life 
will take them – I never thought I’d be doing what I’m doing now, 
but I love it and have such a sense of responsibility.”
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arts & 
entertainment

 ELIZABETH DEBICKI, 22, actress
Three reasons we love her:
1. She was brave enough to take on one of the 
world’s favourite characters – Jordan Baker in 

The Great Gatsby. “I’m pretty sure you must have heard me 
having a freak-out the morning I got the call,” she joked when 
madison asked her if she’d ever wanted to turn down the role 
for fear of angry fans. “But Jordan is such a gutsy woman. 	
I think she sort of made me bolder and more reckless.”
2. She’s balanced. Her best lesson for other women comes 
from her mum: “She always told me to have balance. You 
can’t just do one thing. You have to put energy into every part 
of life you want to feed you back.”
3. Fame is no substitute for her family...or a good meal. No 
doubt life is going to get pretty crazy once Gatsby is out on 
May 30, but the talented actress isn’t ready to change her life 
– “I need my loved ones around me and I love food.”

 GERALDINE BROOKS, 57, journalist 
and author. My life lesson: “Identify 
the thing that scares you the most and go do it. 
Fear is crippling and stunting, and you have to 

fight it in order to grow and be free.”

 ELIZABETH ANN MACGREGOR, 
55, director of Sydney’s Museum 
of Contemporary Art. My driving 
force: “In the end it’s the art that matters, 

not the buildings, and I would like to be remembered for 
making it accessible to all.”  m

DEL KATHRYN BARTON, 
40, artist

F
ive days before our photo shoot 
with the down-to-earth Del Kathryn 
Barton, it was announced that she’d 
won Australia’s most prestigious art 

award, the Archibald Prize, for a second 
time –  “I am still in a state of shock – I 
never dreamed they’d pick me again,” 
she told madison. But in her light-filled 
studio surrounded by amazing paintings in 
varying states of completion, it’s clear  
to see the extraordinary talent and 
precision that Del puts into every piece.  
“I always tell younger artists that if they 
can live without their practice, they should, 
because there is really no other reason  
to do it,” explains Del. “In my 20s,  
I genuinely felt at times I was making art 
in an attempt to stay alive... it’s always  
been a bit of a lifeline for me.” 
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 DR CATHY FOLEY, chief of the 
CSIRO’s Materials Science and 
Engineering division
Three lessons to learn:

1. Stand up to sexism. Cathy won’t stand for it in her 
department, no matter how awkward the topic.
2. Don’t forget to earn more. A big advocate for equal pay 
for women, Cathy believes women need to fight for pay rises 
when they get back in the workforce. “You can have it all, 
but not necessarily at the same time,” she says.
3. Carve your own trail. Cathy had never even met a scientist 
when she was growing up – but followed her passion and has 
become one of the country’s most respected physicists.

 LIESL CAPPER, entrepreneur 
and co-founder of virtual customer 
service provider MyCyberTwin. 
WHAT DRIVES ME: “When I’m on my own 

late at night I realise what I do is actually quite scary – 
investing in a risky industry. I’ve had times where I cannot 
afford groceries for the week but it makes me proud to be 
able to stare down my own doubts and embrace my power.”

 DR CATHERINE HAMLIN, 89, 
obstetrician, gynaecologist and co-
founder of the Addis Ababa Fistula 
Hospital in Ethiopia. WHAT'S YOUR 

LEGACY? “I want to be remembered as somebody who 
tried to get the most neglected women in the world to re-
enter their communities.”

KATE MILLER-HEIDKE, 31, singer and songwriter. Kate never believed 
being a singer was a viable career option – until she made it big. Now 
after touring the world, releasing four albums and being nominated for 
numerous awards, the classically trained songwriter has definitely proved 
herself wrong. She’s made it despite not fitting the "popstar" mould and 
thrives on making accessible music that’s intelligent and full of soul.
JESSICA MAUBOY, 23, singer. Who ever imagined that when little Jess 
Mauboy came runner-up on the fourth season of Australian Idol, she would 
go on to become one of the most successful female artists in the country – 
as well as an amazing role model and actress? Last year, she blew us away 
in The Sapphires and we can’t wait to see what she does next.
KATHY BALNGAYNGU MARIKA, dancer and cultural consultant for the 
Bangarra Dance Theatre. Born in the Northern Territory, Kathy is a senior 
woman of her clan who learnt to dance from her mothers and aunties. 
After working with the Land Care Council to regenerate areas affected 
by mining, she began dancing and, 10 years ago, featured in one of 
Bangarra’s contemporary works. She’s now an artist-in-residence.
MARION POTTS, 47, artistic director of the Malthouse Theatre. Marion, who 
has directed for all of Australia’s best theatre companies, admits it’s hard 
to be a woman in the top job, but tries not to dwell on it. Instead she 
maintains a fearless vision and works to keep pushing artistic boundaries. 
RACHEL PERKINS, 43, writer and director. The talented writer and director of 
Bran Nue Dae is known for a refreshing take on issues that can be difficult to 
discuss – things like racism, indigenous rights and self discovery. Rachel hails 
from the Arrernte region in central Australia and has most recently directed 
Mabo, about the life of indigenous campaigner Eddie Mabo.
ROSLYN OXLEY, champion of the arts and founder of the Roslyn Oxley9 
gallery. Roslyn has an eye for talent – she’s represented and nurtured 
artists such as Bill Henson, Tracey Moffatt and David Noonan, who have 
all gone on to international success. The big personality isn’t ashamed to 
admit that she loves her work. “I have a fabulous life,” she tells madison.

DR CARMEN PYRAGIUS, 30, Ovarian Cancer Research Foundation Witchery 
madison research fellow at the University of Adelaide. 

I
t’s not an easy job taking on cancer but Dr Carmen Pyragius and the team at the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Foundation keep the end goal in sight whenever things get too hard. Carmen’s research is focussed on developing 
an early detection test for ovarian cancer, which kills one Australian woman every 10 hours. “I’m still so shocked 
by how many women will die when they’re diagnosed with ovarian cancer,” Carmen explains. One of the things 

she loves about science is that you never know when you’ll go to work and discover something new. 


